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Child Poverty from the Perspective of Community: In search of Effective Supports for Children

with Disadvantaged Background
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On the 28th of June 2017, “The child poverty seminar vol.1” was held at Osaka City University Media Center. The
purpose of this series of seminars is to create a network among teachers, researchers, and community workers for child

support.

In the first seminar with the audience of 47 people from schools, universities, non-profit organizations, Dr. Keisaku
Okubo, a psychiatrist from ITkeda City in Osaka, was invited as a guest speaker. He talked about the children’s mental
health issues caused by child poverty. In his view, child poverty is multiply connected with child abuse, developmental
disorder, low achievement, low aspiration, and violence, etc. As a support for children with multiple difficulties, he
proposed “ABCDE Commitment,” i.e. Assessment, Brace, Constellation/Collaboration, Definition, and Evaluation,
among which he stressed the importance of the definition of a child’s problem, based upon several cases he was

engaged in. From the participants, there were favorite comments like this; the seminar was helpful because it touches
on the on-going problems. The second seminar is scheduled in September, and the third in December.
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Exhibition of Housing and Art: 4th “Art Dwelling” at Toyosaki Plaza
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The three days lasting exhibition “Art Dwelling” was held for the 4th time at Toyosaki Plaza. In this event several
artists utilized different places of the building as exhibition space to show their work. The participating artists organized

repea ed participation. This event is important for presenting the achievements of the Toyosaki Plaza to a broader

public.

mall concert, and talked about their work and their ideas regarding the exhibition
his event before, comments highlighted the differences to the previou
described the exhibition space and the reactions of the customers with

at the value of a traditional townhouse’s space became deep-rooted in their consc
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Meeting to reflect on videos of
“Otoasobi Kobo”
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As part of research on art management for social
inclusion a meeting was held on the 28th May to reflect
on stage videos of “Otoasobi Kobo”, a performance group
that involves disabled people, and exchange opinions
between practitioners, researchers and regular
participants. It showed, that a method for producing
theater together with diverse members, that differs from
methods of professional artists, had emerged, and that
questions regarding various social aspects of “disability”
and struggle for “freedom” lie at the core of the
performance. This meeting was very important for
discussing the direction and meaning of such activities.
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15th Urban Cultural Research Forum
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The 15th Urban Cultural Research Forum was held from
the 7-8th March at the Chulalongkorn University in
Bangkok. This year’s topic was “Creating Vibrant Social
Spaces — New Avenues to Urban Renewal”. In 23 individual
and five group presentations over 50 people from 11
countries presented their works. The forum focused
especially on “social spaces” and became a place for
exchange between many academic fields like musicology
and art science, but also cultural anthropology, sociology,
urban planning, economics and others. From Japan Prof.
Shin Nakagawa and Assoc. Prof. Rii Numata from the URP
participated.
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The Integration of Ex-Offenders into the Local Communities
and the Construction of an Inclusive Community
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