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Roundtable: ‘Dotonbori Society— Spatial Structure and the Theatrical Performance’
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In Osaka City University’s Research Concentration
(B), ‘Reformation of the Living World of Osaka’s
Townspeople in the 17t Century— from the perspective of
the law and society,” (led by Prof. Tsukada Takashi),
research has been pursued that illuminates the formative
process of the commoners’ world in the city of Osaka. As
part of that, a roundtable was planned as an interim
summation of research efforts focusing on the spatial
structure of Dotonbori society utilizing the historical
materials related to Yasui Kuhei that came newly to light
in 2012, and it was held on March 8, 2015, produced by
the Early Modern Osaka Research Association, Osaka
City University’s Urban Culture Research Center
(UCRCQ), and the Urban Research Plaza’s Urban Theory
Unit.

To begin with, Mr. Yagi Shigeru gave a report titled
‘17t Century Dotonbori’s Urban Development and Space—
focusing on the south side of West Dotonbori,” and it
confirmed that understanding of the evolutionary process
of Osaka’s 17th century development is rapidly advancing.
Also, Ms. Kinoue Yurika gave a report titled “The Social
Structure of Early Modern Osaka’s Theater District— the
town and the entertainment business,” and looking at the
theater district that formed the neighborhood around
Dotonbori from a long perspective stretching from the 17th
to the 19th centuries, she clarified the social structure that
was bound up with the entertainment industry.
Comments were received from Ms. Kanda Yutsuki, and an
active discussion was held.

These results were compiled into the Research
‘Dotonbori  Society— Spatial

Concentration Report

Structure and the Theatrical Performance’.
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Osaka City University’s Urban Research Plaza (Platform for Leading-Edge Urban Studies)
20d Annual Evaluation Conference for Young Special Researchers of the Urban Research Plaza
and the Osaka-Manila Urban Research Forum
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On March 18 (Wed) and 19 (Thu) 2015, the 2nd
Annual URP Special (Young—Leading-Edge Urban)
Researchers Presentations (and overall evaluations)
and the Osaka-Manila Urban Research Forum was
held at the URP’s Nishinari Plaza. In its development
of activities as a global academic base, the Urban
Research Plaza holds these overall evaluations twice
every year in March and September.

This occasion began with opening remarks by the
URP Director Abe Masaki, and research papers were
presented by 14 of the URP’s Special Researchers.
Over the two days, the Special Researchers each
reported on the progress and results of their own
research, and there were questions from the
participants about each of the presentations from a
wide variety of viewpoints which developed into lively

discussions.
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On the second day, there were two presentations by
Special Researchers. After that, there was a report by
Ms. Josephine Castillo from the Philippines who had
come to Japan for a UN-related conference. Invited to
Osaka, she presented a report on practical
implementation that was full of suggestions on
community renewal in the Philippines by the DAMPA
Federation, on fomenting empowerment of the
residents, etc. Next there was a report from the ‘Nice’
Corporation, which is based in Osaka’s Nishinari Ward,
on Nice’s work in housing assistance and employment
assistance. After that, all the participants made an
inspection tour of the sites of Nice’s housing and
employment assistance in Nishinari Ward, and it
became an opportunity to think about the role of
private citizens and not just public institutions in
solving social problems and the importance of bridges

between research and practical implementation.
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[Reinventing the Inner City: Urban Land,

Entrepreneurship and Everyday Practice in Osaka City |
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The Urban Research Plaza was officially recognized
as a ‘Base for Joint Utilization and Joint Research’ in
2014, taking on the title of ‘Base for Leading-Edge
Urban Research’ and is involved in the latest
cutting-edge urban research, making use of
nation-wide personal and organizational networks. As
part of the fruits of that research, in March 2015 the
URP published 5 volumes including 7he Front Line of
Osaka City Universitys Urban Research— An
Experiment in Courses Coordinated with Local
Implementation.
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As a result of Osaka City University’s Research
Concentration (B), ‘Reformation of the Living World of
Osaka’s Townspeople in the 17th Century— from the
perspective of the law and society’ project, 2 volumes of
research reports have been compiled. One volume
titled Dotonbori’s Society— Spatial Structure and the
Theater brings together essays related to Dotonbori’s
urban development and the theater district. The other
volume is Historical Materials Related to Laws and
Regulations for Townspeople in Early Modern Osaka 5°
Osaka gohatto-maki, Osaka shokuji oboegaki, and
Shoji osewatasare hangyo-cho. This is a result of the
ongoing activities of the Association for Reading Osaka
machi-bure (laws for townsfolk).
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