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Results of the Platform for Leading-Edge Urban Studies’ “Joint Usage / Research Public Offering”
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At the Urban Research Plaza the Joint Usage / Research Platform
“Platform for Leading-Edge Urban Studies”, accredited by the
Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, is
since 2014 promoting collaborative research, that involves
researchers from other research facilities or members of
NGO/NPOs. In 2018 out of nine submitted research applications

five were accepted.
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The 10th Creative Music Festival for Children, which
is a project based on an exchange agreement between
the Urban Research Plaza and the Indonesian Institute
of the Arts, was held on 6th May 2018 at the
Yogyakarta Graduate School Campus. At this event,
elementary school students presented new music they
had created themselves, and students from 23 different
schools in Yogyakarta participated. While it is a music
festival that has its roots in the reconstruction efforts
of the 2006 Yogyakarta Earthquake, it was also
introduced to Japan after the 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake, and is conducted in cities like Osaka and
Kobe.
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In times of increased competition due to ongoing
globalization, in East-Asia urban problems, caused by the
widening economic gap between people, declining birth
rates and aging populations, are becoming increasingly
apparent. These serious issues are not only limited to the
physical urban infrastructure, but unfold also in the
social spheres of human life. To find solutions, recently
the “East-Asian Inclusive Cities Network Japan (EA-ICN
Japan)” was founded as the Japanese platform of the
East-Asian Inclusive Cities Network. Strengthening this
framework further and improving praxis and research are
important tasks ahead.
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5th and 6th “Art Dwelling” at Toyosaki Plaza
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Hosted by Toyosaki Plaza the exhibition “Art Dwelling”,
which is regularly organized by the “painting, sound and
word unit: repair”’, was conducted twice, from 23-25th
February and 13-15th April.
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Okano, H. (2017) “Cultural editing for creativity: A framework to
associate person/thing, event, road and memories,” City,
Culture and Society, 7-1, 55-61.
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In Okano (2017, CCS 7-1) the actor—network theory is applied,
and urban creativity is analyzed through five phases, called
“people and things”, “knowledge”, “places and ways”,
“gathering”, and “memory”. The Metasequoia, which is
considered together with the Ginkgo as prehistoric survivor, is
not only the symbol of Osaka City University, but beginning
with the Showa Tenno it is also valued as a commemorative tree
for weddings at the imperial court. In China it is called
“shuishan”, and its logging is prohibited because of its small
number..
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